An Introduction to the Cub Scout Section
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The Cub Scout Promise
Scouting differs from many organisations in that it requires its Members to make a Promise, the wording for Cub Scouts is slightly simpler than that of the Scout Promise. It is:
I promise that I will do my best
to do my duty to God and to the Queen,
to help other people
and to keep the Cub Scout Law.
Different wordings of the Promise are available for those of different faiths who may prefer not to use the word 'God' and for those with special needs and circumstances.  
By making the Promise a young person becomes a Member of the worldwide Movement; they become a Scout. 
The Cub Scout Law
Every Cub should know their Cub Scout Law, put simply it is something they should try to remember in their everyday lives. The Cub Scout Law is: 


Cub Scouts always do their best,


think of others before themselves
and do a good turn every day. 
The Motto
The motto for all Members of the Movement is: Be Prepared.
How are Cub Scouts organised?
Wolf Cubs, as they were originally called in 1916, used Rudyard Kipling’s story The Jungle Book as their theme. Some Packs continue to do this today. They use characters and events as an inspiration for the names of Leaders (such as Akela for the Cub Scout Leader) and activities. 
Cub Scouts meet together as a Pack and work within a variety of small groups called “Sixes”. A team of adults will run the Cub Scout Pack, usually led by an Akela. Some will be Uniformed Leaders, others may be informal Assistants or helpers. Explorer Scouts who are Young Leaders might also assist the Leadership team in the Pack.
Investiture
Making the Promise is the most important act in Scouting and is common to every Section. Scouting has a special ceremony for making the Promise called Investiture or being invested. When a young person makes their Promise they receive their Group Scarf and the Membership Award or their Moving-On Award and are welcomed as a new Member into the Scout Family. 
What do Cubs do?
Cubs take part in a wide range of activities that are designed to be interesting and to challenge them. At the same time they have fun, adventure and make friends along the way. They do this through taking part in a programme of activities provided by the Leadership team such as: camping, playing games, trying new things and exploring the outdoors.
Programme Zones
Within the Scout group, we follow the Scout Association's programme for the Scout Section. The programme consists of a variety of 'programme zones' which we should cover when planning our activities, and a variety of methods we should use, in addition to a very large number of badges and awards which Scouts can gain.
The programme zones are: Scoutcraft and Adventure (50%), Community (10%), Creative Expression (10%), Exploring Beliefs and Attitudes (10%), Fit for Life (10%), and Global (10%). 
The methods are: Activities Outdoors, Games, Design and Creativity, Visits and Visitors, Service, Technology and new skills, Team-building activities, Activities with others, Themes, and Prayer, Worship and Reflection.
Badges and Awards
Even though the emphasis is on a Balanced Programme of activities, there are still badges and awards for Cub Scouts to aim for during their time with the Pack. Badges and awards are given in recognition of the effort made by each young person at their own level.
· The Membership Award
This award helps the young person understand the commitment they are making when they make the promise and become a Member of the Movement, if they have not been a Beaver Scout. It covers the history, traditions and practices of Scouting. 
· Challenges
The Challenges complement the Balanced Programme. These have been developed to extend Cub Scouts' skills and experience in a particular area. The seven Challenges in the Cub Scout Section are:
· Outdoor Challenge
· Promise Challenge
· Creative Challenge
· Fitness Challenge
· Global Challenge
· Community Challenge
· Outdoor Plus Challenge
· Activity Badges
Activity Badges are optional, but they provide an opportunity to reward a young person who has taken part in an activity over a period of time. They should raise interest and extend a young person's skills throughout their time in Scouting. There are 33 Cub Scout Activity Badges, ranging from Book Reader to Navigator to Water Activities
· Chief Scout’s Silver Award
This badge is the highest award available in the Cub Scout Section. It is gained by completing:
· Promise Challenge
· Creative Challenge
· Community Challenge
· Fitness Challenge
· Global Challenge
· Outdoor Challenge
The Chief Scout’s Silver Award can be worn on the Scout Uniform once the Cub moves onto Scouts.
· The Moving-On Award
This badge helps ease the transfer of a Cub Scout to the Scout Troop. It also allows the Cub Scout to be invested into the Troop immediately, recognising that they are already Members of the Scout Movement. 
Pack Holidays and Camping
Ask any current or former Cub about what they remember most (and enjoyed most!) about being in Cubs and they will probably say Pack holidays or going camping. Camps give the Pack the opportunity to go away together. Camps and Pack holidays are an opportunity for Cubs to take part in activities that they would not otherwise be able to do at regular Pack meetings. The experience of being away with the Pack is a very special experience for Cubs.
Cubs on-line
Cub Scouts have their own exciting pages on The Scout Association’s website where they can play games, do quizzes and complete puzzles. Find out more at:
www
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Resources for Cubs
Cubs have their own special handbook called the Powerpack - full of useful information about badges and what Cubs do. It’s full of stickers, facts and fun things to do!
Position of Badge and Awards for Cub Scouts
Kit list for Camp
  Rucksack/Kitbag - Not Suitcases 
  Sleeping Bag 
  Karri Mat 
  Blanket 
  Small Day Rucksack 
  Strong Bin liner / Rucksack inner (waterproof)
  Trainers 
  Walking Boots or strong 
  Thick socks 
  Wellingtons 
  Waterproof Coat & Trousers 
  Sun Hat
  Multiple Socks, Underwear 
  Shorts / Trousers or tracksuit bottoms 
  Multiple T-shirts / Shirts 
  Multiple Sweatshirts / Jumper 
  Pyjamas / Nightwear
  Cub / Scout Uniform (to be worn during travel)
  Swimming Trunks / Shorts 
  Towel (include one more to act as a pillow) 
  Toiletries (flannel or sponge, soap toothbrush & toothpaste hairbrush or comb) 
  Sun Tan Lotion 
  Handkerchiefs
  Torch (& spare batteries) 
  Pen & Paper 
  Personal First Aid Kit 
  Plastic bags for dirty clothes 
  Pocket Money 


All items must be marked using indelible ink with the Cub/Scouts name. 
Do not take to camp
  mobile phones 
  electronic games 
  stereo / walkman or similar 
  anything valuable
Canoeing Kit List
You provide:
1 set of clothes or wetsuit – to go in the water with
Wetsuit shoes or old trainers – to get wet
Dry set of clothes + shoes
Towel
We provide:
Kayak
Paddle
Bouyancy Aid
Spray Top
Spray Deck
Helmet
