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New Members Information
Background
Scouting is an international Movement with over 28 million Members worldwide spread across 216 countries and territories. The number of countries, recognising the values of Scouting and accepting its principles is steadily increasing.
The Scout Association in the UK accepts Members of all major faiths and offers equal opportunities to all young people in the community, no matter what their social, religious or ethnic background may be. Scouting is not a religious body. It is an organisation which encourages young people to grow spiritually and develop within their own faith and denomination. It has a positive policy of integration and welcomes children and young people who have physical and mental disabilities.
There are about 500,000 people in Membership throughout the United Kingdom. This includes about 100,000 adults who have taken up Appointments as voluntary Leaders, Administrators and Supporters. 
During 1991, girls were admitted to the Beaver Scout, Cub Scout and Scout Sections. This complemented the admission of young women to the Venture Scout Section in 1976.
During the spring of 2002 The Scout Association launched a new Programme for young people aged 6-25. This was the largest change to our curriculum for nearly 40 years. A careful strategy of change management was devised to help people move forward into delivering a totally new way of providing Scouting, particularly the 14-25 age range. Two new Sections were created to replace Venture Scouting. Explorer Scouts (14-18) and the Scout Network (18-25). This coincided with a complete re-branding of The Scout Association.
The Purpose of Scouting
Scouting in the UK is organised through The Scout Association. The Scout Association has a clear purpose:
'To help young people achieve their full physical, intellectual, social and spiritual potential as individuals, as responsible citizens and as Members of their local, national and international communities'.
Even if we can’t solve all the problems in the world, we can help to make it a better place. We do this by helping young people to develop as active members of the community.
Scouting makes a positive contribution to society by helping young people to develop as active members of the community:
· who are self reliant
· who are caring
· who are responsible
· who show commitment.
Scouting works well when young people enjoy learning by doing in partnership with adults. They do this by:
· taking part in a variety of activities and new experiences
· exploring the outdoors
· participating in teams
· taking responsibility for themselves and other.
All adults in Scouting have a responsibility to make sure that the Programme is fun and exciting. We must also make sure that it is safe. The Scout Association’s policies, rules, code of behaviour, advice on Child Protection and safety policy are there to help adults make sure the young people in their care stay safe while they enjoy themselves and learn. There are special training and requirements to take young people on nights away, and to lead adventurous activities such as mountaineering and water activities. 
The principles of Scouting
Scouting has three key principles:
· Duty to Self
· Duty to Others
· Duty to God
Everyone in Scouting expresses their Membership and acceptance of the key principles by making the Scout Promise and following the Scout Law. The Scout Promise and Law gives a distinctive ethos to the practices of the Movement and acts as a bond with Scouts worldwide. 
What are the Sections and age groups? 
The Sections and age ranges at 59th Newchapel are: 
Beavers (Wednesday) 6 – 8 years old 
Cubs (Friday) 8 – 10½ years old 
Scouts (Friday) 10½ – 14 years old 
Explorers (Friday) 14 – 18 years old 
How does it work? 
The Scout Group is led by a Group Scout Leader (GSL) and managed by a Group Committee. The different Sections are run by Uniformed Leaders. All are unpaid volunteers who have been checked to ensure they are suitable to work with young people and who have available the support and training they need from the Scout Association to ensure everyone involved enjoys Scouting in a safe manner without risk to health, so far as is reasonably practicable. 
The Group Committee is chaired by the Group Chairman and manages the business affairs of the Group. They are responsible for the maintenance of property, administration of Group finance, insurance, property and equipment. Members of the Group Committee are the ‘Charity Trustees’ of the Scout Group which is an educational charity. 
Scout Groups, Districts and Counties/Areas are entirely self-financing. A Membership Subscription is payable by all Members of The Association to meet local and national support costs. The way that these costs are met are by the Section asking Members to pay regular subscriptions, to meet some of the costs and through regular fundraising. 
Beaver Scouts 
Beaver Scouts are aged between 6 – 8 years old. They wear turquoise sweatshirts, long trousers and our Group scarf; Beaver Scouts play games, do various activities and go on visits. They meet together once a week during term time in a Beaver Scout Colony. 
Cub Scouts 
Cubs are aged between 8 – 10½. There are loads of fun things that you can do as a Cub Scout. You will get a chance to try lots of different activities like camping, exploring, swimming, computing and collecting. If you do them properly you will get a badge which you can wear on your uniform. Our Cubs gain a lot of badges! 
Scouts 
The Scout Section is for young people, usually aged between 10½ and 14½ years. Scouts take part in a wide range of activities. Scouts spend a lot of time outdoors camping, and experiencing a wide range of adventurous activities, anything from abseiling to yachting. 
Explorer Scouts 
Explorer Scouts are young people, usually aged between 14 and 18 years old. Explorer Scouts have the opportunity to become involved in a wider variety of activities and have a greater say in how these are planned and run. They can choose to support the other sections as young leaders, work towards their Duke of Edinburgh’s Awards, become involved in Scout Campsite service crews as well as taking part in their own adventurous activities. 
Parents & Guardians 
We encourage parents and guardians to become involved in the Scout Group, in fact without them we cannot continue to provide a wide range of activities. All of our Leaders have, or used to have, children in Beavers, Cubs or Scouts. The amount of time involved could be as little as a couple of hours a week as an Assistant Leader or more if you have the time and like to become involved in the weekend activities. 
Photographs
We often take photographs at camp and other events to publicise our group. We assume that most parents are quite happy for these pictures to be used in Scout publicity, and the youngsters are not usually individually named. Please let your section leader know if you have any objections to photographs being taken and used.
Photos are also available for sale at a small cost.
Other Activities 
Beavers normally hold one or two special outdoor events each year 
Cubs usually have an annual Pack Holiday or Camp, as well as other outings during the year. 
Scouts normally have a week long Troop Camp as well as weekend camps and other outdoor activities. 
The Explorer Unit Programme will include a wide variety of different activities. 
Every year we hold one really big Group event, which involves everyone; there are other activities at weekends organised by the different Sections. 
Child Protection 
As part of our procedures to ensure the safety of the young people in our Scout Group all adults who could have unsupervised access to young people must be checked with the Criminal Records Bureau (CRB). This applies to all adults attending camping activities. You will be offered the opportunity to complete a free CRB form. Individuals may choose not to be checked; however this will mean they may not be able to attend some Scouting events. In some cases this could also preclude young people from taking part in the Scouting activity. 
Special Needs and Health Information 
Please inform us if any one attending a Scouting event has any special needs or health issues which might affect their safe enjoyment of Scouting. Subject to the safety and enjoyment of others attending the event and our Leader resources we will do all we can to ensure these needs are catered for. 
Parental Support 
This Scout Group depends on Parental support to continue to provide quality Scouting to the young people in the Group. All the adults involved are volunteers and give their time freely. Although there are around 15 Leaders, Assistant Leaders and regular Helpers, new parents to volunteer and help with the Group. 
Anyone interested in becoming a leader or a helper on a regular or occasional basis, please contact you child’s section leader. No previous experience is necessary, as training will be provided. There is no payment for being a leader, but you can expect lots of fun and adventure and to make many friends. 
What you can do to help
Become a leader, assistant, instructor or help at meetings - You don't need special skills just enthusiasm and commitment. Training is provided. Why not visit a meeting to find out what is involved. It’s only 2 hours a week!
 
 
Help with fund raising - To keep the Group running effectively requires a great deal of money. We have a HQ to run and maintain and kit (camping equipment, canoes etc) to purchase and renew. Please support us by joining the fund raising team or help by taking part in the numerous fund raising events we run each year.
 
Help with section activities - There is always a need for help at activities such as providing transport, putting up tents, catering or making a few buns. 
Support your child - There are numerous activities and badges to be undertaken and your child will need your help to achieve his full potential.

Where to find us 
Scout Association, 
59th Newchapel Scout Hut,
Rainford Close,
Packmoor, 
Stoke on Trent
ST74SX
Who to contact 
Please see section leaders for their contact details
When do we meet? 
Wednesday Beavers 6.00 to 7.30 pm 
Friday Cubs 6.30 to 8.00 pm 
Friday Scouts 8.00 to 10.00 pm 
Friday Explorers 8.00 to 10.00 pm 
Money Matters 
When paying subscriptions or for activities, cash or cheques should be placed in an envelope with details of what the payment is for and who it is from. 
Subscriptions 
Subscriptions are collected at the beginning of term in January, April and September. 
The amount to be paid is currently: 
Beavers: £39.00
Cubs: £39.00
Scouts: £39.00 
This money is used to pay: 
• To cover the cost of running our headquarters 
• The cost of badges and books etc. 
• To subsidise some activities 
• Membership to the Scout Association 
The cost for a weekend camp is usually between £15 and £25 depending on the distance and the activities being organised. The amount charged for camps includes camp site fees, food and all activities.  There maybe an extra small fee if there is a special activity planned.
Financial Help 
We appreciate that that money can sometimes be tight. If you need a bit of help with the cost of subs or activities etc. please have a quiet chat with one of the leaders. We try to make sure cost doesn’t prevent a young person being involved in Scouting.
Gift Aid 
Some time ago the rules on donations to charities were changed and under the Gift Aid Scheme, we are now able to reclaim the tax element of subscriptions paid by members. Please help us reclaim this money by completing the enclosed declaration and returning it to me via your child’s section leader. You must pay an amount of income tax or capital gains tax at least equal to the tax we reclaim on the payments (currently 28p for every £1 you give). You can cancel this declaration at any time by notifying the Scout Group. We also need to know if you change your name or address. 
Uniform 
Each Section has its own uniform. (See section pack for more details)  The uniform may be purchased from the a number of locations including 
National Schoolwear Centre -Hanley 
99-101 Stafford Street, 
Hanley, 
Stoke-On-Trent,
Staffordshire,
ST1 1LS
Telephone: 01782 272991 
When a young person joins a section we advise that the uniform is only purchased when they are ready to make his promise (usually after 4 to 6 weeks). When a member moves from one section to another they may wear their old uniform until they acquires the new uniform. The scarf should not be worn until the young person has made his promise in each section.
More Information?
There are lots of places to find out more about Scouting….
· The Scout Information Centre
The Scout Information Centre is a one-stop shop for all your Scouting needs from purchasing resources or finding out about becoming a Leader. They are open from 8am to 8pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 12pm on Saturdays. 
By phone 0845 300 1818
By email info
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· Outdoors 
Outdoors has 26 stores in the UK, and supply outdoor equipment from leading manufacturers as well as Scouting uniforms, equipment and resources. Outdoors' own-brand goods are recognised as providing excellent value for money with outstanding durability. Outdoors is wholly owned by The Scout Association and each year profits are returned to Scouting.
Find your local store:
By phone: 01903 755 352
By email: enquiries@outdoors.ltd.uk
Online: www
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59th Newchapel Scouts (Potteries North District )
Headquarters Rainford Close Packmoor Stoke on Trent ST7 4SX
www.59newchapelscouts.org.uk
___________________________________________________________________________________
Child Name :                   ________________________________________________________
Address :  __________________________________________________________
Date of Birth      /       /    
Allergies : __________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________      
Parental Contact Details :
Parent 1
Name: ______________________________  Main Tel _______________________
Alt Tel _______________________________ Email  
Can we please use the email address above to contact you regarding the group?  It will not be forwarded or sold to third parties.   Yes / No 
Parent 2
Name: ______________________________  Main Tel _______________________
Alt Tel _______________________________ Email  
Can we please use the email address above to contact you regarding the group?  It will not be forwarded or sold to third parties.   Yes / No 
We often take group pictures at our events and activities. We ask for your consent to allow any such photo that may include your child to be used in promotional methods to promote the Group. This may be via our own website or the local press. I.e. Sentinel Newspaper.
I ___________________ grant / refuse permission for my child’s photograph to be used to promote the 59th Newchapel Scout Group. 
Official Use Only
Beaver   Cub   Scout   (please tick)    Date joined Group       /      /
Gift Aid   Yes / No    CRB  Yes / No 
